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on behalf of the Committee on Budgetary Control

Subject: Conflict of interest and corruption affecting the protection of the EU’s financial interests in 
the Member States

In its resolution of 26 March 2019 regarding the general budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2017, Parliament expressed its serious concern and requested that the Commission 
take action regarding several cases containing risk of irregular use of EU funds in important policy 
areas such as agriculture and cohesion. Such cases threaten to undermine citizens’ trust in the EU 
institutions and have a negative impact on the implementation of policies and, in turn, have a crucial 
economic, social and environmental impact on citizens’ daily life.

1. Based on the Commission’s experiences, on-the-spot checks and the audits that have already 
been conducted, does it consider cases of misuse of EU funds (mostly the common agricultural 
policy, the Cohesion Fund and the European agricultural fund for rural development) in Member 
States which involve established schemes, as well as high level officials/office-holders, as 
systemic deficiencies or only individual cases of irregular use?

2. What measures has the Commission undertaken or does it plan to take in order to protect the 
EU’s financial interests and to eliminate consequences or potential risk of irregular use of EU 
funds involving such schemes and high-level officials?

3. What measures does it intend to take in order to increase transparency as regards the ultimate 
beneficiaries of EU funds, where ownership structures such as shareholder companies are 
involved?

4. When a capping threshold is introduced to allow better access to EU funds by small farms or 
micro/small enterprises, what measures would prevent the artificial break-up of big 
farms/enterprises into smaller ones under the same ownership, just to avoid the capping 
threshold?

5. How does it plan to resolve the cases that have been recently reported in the media and how 
does it plan to prevent a similar case from occurring in the future?

6. Is the Commission planning any measures, on the basis of Article 61 of the Financial Regulation 
2018/1046, to investigate and take action regarding possible situations of conflict of interest in 
the Member States?
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