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Subject: Updated Bioeconomy Strategy – a sustainable Bioeconomy for Europe

On 29 November 2019, the Council adopted conclusions on the Updated Bioeconomy Strategy, ‘A 
sustainable Bioeconomy for Europe: strengthening the connection between economy, society and the 
environment’, which is based on a Commission communication of 11 October 2018.

The Council acknowledged that the promotion of employment, growth, social inclusion and local 
development in rural areas, including bioeconomy and sustainable forestry, is one of the nine 
objectives of the common agricultural policy (CAP) proposal for the years 2021 to 2027, and stressed 
that the bioeconomy can significantly contribute to that objective, given its capacity to create 
economic value and prosperity, and taking into account the fact that agriculture and forestry are 
among the main suppliers of land-based biomass. Moreover, the Council stressed that a sustainable 
European bioeconomy should be one of the major components for the implementation of the 
European Green Deal.

Parliament considers that agriculture, being a strategic sector, has a strong potential to promote a 
sustainable bioeconomy in the Member States through several instruments provided for in the CAP, 
particularly in the field of rural development, contributing to the diversification of activities and 
providing decent living, working and economic conditions. In order to achieve this, it is necessary for 
the Commission to secure policy coherence between the bioeconomy and other policies, including the 
CAP.

How will the Commission promote a sustainable bioeconomy in agriculture and forestry, and how 
does it intend to ensure policy coherence between the bioeconomy and the CAP?

How will the Commission take into account any social and economic effects of the transition to a 
climate-neutral economy on rural areas?

How will the Commission incorporate the message of the above-mentioned Council conclusions in the 
next Commission work programme, more specifically in the European Green Deal?
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