Question for oral answer  O-000023/2020
to the Commission
Rule 136
Kati Piri, Nacho Sánchez Amor, Tonino Picula
on behalf of the S&D Group
Subject:	The future of the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey
The EU remains committed to the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement. Turkey is hosting the largest number of refugees in the world and the EU provides them with vital support via the EU Facility for Refugees in Turkey. The Facility’s full operational budget of EUR 6 billion has been committed, of which EUR 4.7 billion has now been contracted. EUR 3.2 billion of the contracted funding has now been disbursed. The EU is providing fast and effective support on the ground: there are almost 90 projects, some 1.7 million refugees receive livelihood support every month, some 500 000-refugee children go to school, millions of refugees are receiving healthcare and schools and hospitals are being built. However, the refugee issue is anything but solved and we fully understand the importance of providing continued support for migration management and the integration of refugees. We are well aware that the Turkish authorities have called on the EU to continue to provide support after the Facility comes to an end. The new generation of projects is already under way, with almost 30 additional projects to be implemented over the next few years and the last ones due to run into 2025. The current focus is on ensuring delivery and getting help to those who need it, but it is clear that those essential needs will not disappear in the near future.
1.	What progress has been made in the exploratory internal discussions between the Commission and Turkey on continuing EU support after the end of the Facility and what is the exact planned format for further aid? Have the priorities for further support already been identified through those discussions and what are they?
2.	Has the possibility of continuing EU support after the end of the Facility already been discussed at the highest level among the Member States and the EU institutions? What is the opinion of the Member States on continuing support? What is the Commission’s contingency plan in the event that there is no consensus among the Member States on continuing EU support?
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