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on behalf of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

Subject: The impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights

All EU Member State governments have taken exceptional measures to limit the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. These measures often confer emergency powers on the executive, as may be 
justified in these times of crisis. They also have an impact on individual freedoms and fundamental 
rights, and affect democratic checks and balances. Hence, these measures need to be necessary, 
proportionate and temporary. Most of the measures were urgently taken in the wake of the first wave 
of the virus in the EU. At this point we face a prolonged public health crisis caused by the virus. Most 
Member States strived to exit emergency measures, but many measures are still in place, and new 
ones have been adopted, also in light of the continuing presence of the virus. It is now crucial to 
monitor, compare and assess the different approaches taken, in light of their impacts on democracy, 
rule of law and fundamental rights.

1. Will the Commission continue its monitoring of the situation, including a comprehensive and 
systematic assessment of the situation in all Member States, which will be made public?

2. There are significant differences between approaches taken by Member State governments, 
such as in relation to the enforcement and sanctions, limitations to freedom of assembly, 
freedom of movement, freedom of expression and information, or the right to privacy and data 
protection, in particular for vulnerable groups. Will the Commission give further guidance to 
stimulate the sharing of best practices?

3. Where measures are found not to be necessary, proportionate and temporary, will the 
Commission take action to uphold EU law? What concrete type of action does Commission 
envisage?

4. In view of exiting the covid-19 public health crisis at some point, how will the Commission help 
ensure that the exceptional measures are discontinued when no longer justified and that a full 
return to the respect of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights is ensured?
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