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Subject: End of the derogation for slaughter establishments laid down in Regulation (EU) 
2017/185

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 lays down the specific hygiene rules applicable to food of animal origin. 
Article 2 of Regulation (EU) 2017/185 provides by way of derogation that the provisions laid down in 
Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 do not apply to the direct supply, by the producer, of small quantities of 
meat from poultry and lagomorphs slaughtered on the farm to the final consumer, or local retail 
establishments supplying directly to the final consumer. This derogation will no longer be possible 
from 31 December 2020 onwards, as Regulation (EU) 2017/185 will cease to apply on that date. 

The derogation allowed producers to supply local markets directly with processed poultry meat and 
lagomorphs that they had produced. Short marketing circuits have also been developed to meet high 
consumer demand for local products and provide better remuneration for local producers.

In her letter, and when addressing the Agriculture and Fisheries Council on 19 October 2020, 
Commissioner Kyriakides confirmed the end date of the derogation, and stressed that the only way 
forward to allow certain producers not to comply with Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 would be to 
amend it, which would require an ordinary legislative procedure. Most of the Member States 
concerned have already asked for a prolongation of this derogation.

Their methods of production are particularly important in the context of the Commission’s Farm to 
Fork strategy, part of the European Green Deal, that calls on the Member States to shift to more 
sustainable production and consumption, and identifies shorter supply chains as a response to 
growing societal demand. It also promotes jobs and local production.

1. How does the Commission envisage allowing slaughterhouses operating under the derogation 
laid down in Regulation (EU) 2017/185 to process their products when the derogation ceases to 
apply as of 1 January 2021?

2. When does the Commission envisage carrying out a reflection on the appropriate course of 
action?

3. What new legal framework will Commission put in place to assure a smooth transition for 
producers?

4. In view of the need to treat this request as an urgent procedure, when is the Commission 
planning to submit an amendment to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 that will allow producers to 
continue supplying local markets directly with processed poultry meat and lagomorphs that they 
have produced?
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