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Subject: EU Pledge for Afghanistan at 2020 Geneva Conference

On 24 November 2020, the Commission, through its Commissioner for International Partnerships, 
Jutta Urpilainen, made a pledge of EUR 1.2 billion for the 2021‑2025 period in both long-term and 
emergency assistance at the 2020 ‘Peace, Prosperity and Self-Reliance’ Afghanistan Conference.

This was done without any consultation of the budgetary authority, in spite of point 30 of the 
Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the European 
Commission, which provides that ‘before making, at donors’ conferences, financial pledges which 
involve new financial undertakings and require the agreement of the budgetary authority, the 
Commission shall inform the budgetary authority and examine its remarks’.

Furthermore, the Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on Budgets had already sent a letter 
on 20 February 2020 to the European Commissioner for Budget and Administration following a pledge 
made for Albania by the Commission on 17 February 2020, in which he expressly asked for timely 
information on any international pledges and a discussion by members of the Committee on Budgets 
in the presence of the commissioner at as early a stage of the preparation of any pledge as possible.

Irrespective of the merit of the case, can the Commission indicate:

1. why it did not seek to inform the budgetary authority before making the pledge;

2. why it has not followed up on the letter of the Chair of the Committee on Budgets of 20 February 
2020;

3. how it intends to make sure that it fully respects the relevant provisions of the interinstitutional 
agreements in future;

4. whether it currently has plans for any other financial pledges which would require the agreement 
of the budgetary authority?
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