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Subject: Vaccination of children against COVID‑19 in the light of Article 2 of the Treaty on 
European Union

On Friday 28 May 2021, the European Medicines Agency (EMA) approved the BioNTech/Pfizer 
COVID‑19 vaccine for children aged 12 to 15. Several Member States had, however, already cleared 
the way for the vaccination of children in advance of the EMA’s decision. Some experts have doubts 
about the vaccination of children, especially with regard to the available data on risk compared to the 
benefits of protection for children, given that most data suggests that they very rarely get severely ill. 
Some experts suggest that vaccination for children would only be advisable if they have severe pre-
existing conditions.

1. Does the Commission agree with the view that the administration of vaccines to children needs 
to be restricted in the light of Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union, especially given that the 
ability of children to give consent is limited and all vaccines approved by the EMA merely enjoy 
conditional marketing authorisation (based on a substantially reduced database compared to the 
one normally required for vaccine licencing, the assumption being that the benefits outweigh the 
risks, and that much more comprehensive clinical data then have to be provided in order to 
maintain the conditional authorisation and for this authorisation to be converted into a standard 
marketing authorisation in the future)?

2. Does the Commission agree that there is a risk of children being vaccinated due to social 
pressure, e.g. that created by the various public campaigns promoting vaccination, potentially 
against medical advice, and how could children be safeguarded against this?

3. Has the Commission conducted or ordered any studies which look in depth at the potential risk of 
a COVID‑19 infection for children?
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