
PE694.797v01-00

Question for oral answer O-000043/2021
to the Commission
Rule 136
Tomas Tobé
on behalf of the Committee on Development
Norbert Lins
on behalf of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

Subject: EU contribution to transforming global food systems to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals

The UN Food Systems Summit will take place in September 2021 as part of the Decade of Action for 
delivery on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which encompasses the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Food systems – i.e. the production, distribution and consumption of food 
– affect all of the 17 SDGs and are crucial for achieving them. The summit is intended as an 
opportunity to launch new actions to make world food systems healthier, more sustainable and 
equitable. The EU has actively contributed to the preparation of the 2030 Agenda. It has also 
committed to making the SDGs a guiding principle in all its policies and to promote them with its 
partners.

Unfortunately, all available indicators point to the fact that we are not on track to achieve a 
hunger‑free world by 2030. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted food system fragilities 
and exacerbated inequalities.

In this context, a renewed and enhanced EU commitment to achieve zero hunger and the right to 
adequate food is urgently needed:

1. How will the Commission ensure that the EU can take a leadership role in reaching SDG 2 (Zero 
Hunger), including by making financial commitments for nutrition under the 2021‑2027 EU 
budget, given the current huge global funding gap?

2. How does the Commission intend to use EU trade policy to support the global transition to 
sustainable agri‑food systems, in accordance with the Farm to Fork Strategy?

3. What measures does the Commission intend to propose to support partner countries and their 
local farmers, fishers, foresters and food producers in moving towards more sustainable 
practices in key areas such as animal welfare, the use of pesticides and the fight against 
antimicrobial resistance?
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