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Subject: The heat wave and fires in Southern Europe this summer

In the last week of July, a heat wave began in Turkey, Cyprus, Greece, Italy and other countries in the 
region. On August 11, 48.8 °C, the highest temperature ever in Europe, was recorded in Floridia, 
Sicily. The extreme weather fuelled deadly wildfires in Italy and Greece, also prompting evacuations 
of several villages and towns and thousands of islanders.

Evidence suggests that this extreme weather event is attributable to climate change. International 
Panel on Climate Change Working Group I’s Sixth Assesment Report (IPCC AR6 WG1) report 
published on 9 August 2021 also confirms that even relatively small increases in global warming can 
cause significant changes in extreme weather on a global and regional scale. Every degree matters.

Combating climate change, mitigating the climate catastrophe and improving climate adaption has 
again become more important than ever for the European Union.

1. Have the countries affected requested the support of the EU Solidarity Fund? Has the 
Commission taken all measures necessary for promptly assessing and mobilising support, with a 
view to helping the national and regional authorities involved in relief efforts following the 
disaster? Will the Commission set up a monitoring mechanism to ensure the funds go directly to 
those most affected by the fires?

2. Have the countries affected requested the assistance of the Emergency Response Coordination 
Centre? How was the EU Civil Protection Mechanism mobilised? Is the European Emergency 
Response adapted to the requirements deriving from climate change?

3. What lessons for the future should be drawn from this heat wave and fires? What additional 
mitigation measures could the Commission adopt to more rapidly address the climate crisis? 
Does the Commission map sectors and territories which are and will be affected by climate 
change? How does the Commission plan to address the question of climate change adaptation in 
the most at-risk territories in the implementation of the EU budget? Does the Commission 
support the urgent need for revision of the EU Solidarity Fund and its national implementation 
and increases to its budgetary allocations?
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