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Pascal Arimont, Dolors Montserrat, Radan Kanev, Cindy Franssen, Sirpa Pietikäinen, Frances 
Fitzgerald
on behalf of the PPE Group

Subject: Lack of tangible results following Parliament’s resolution of 18 June 2020 on funding for 
biomedical research on ME/CFS and the fight against long COVID

On 18 June 2020, the European Parliament adopted a resolution calling for additional funding for 
biomedical research into myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome (ME/CFS) and 
measures to improve treatment for ME/CFS patients in Europe.

The leading scientists in the field agree that long COVID will lead to a large increase in the number of 
ME/CFS patients, as the condition often has a post-infectious onset. ME/CFS could become the 
biggest long-term health problem of the pandemic.

However, almost two years since the resolution was adopted, the Commission has not produced any 
tangible results in the spirit of Parliament’s text. Despite the Commission having announced a 
‘scoping study’ to investigate how ME/CFS and other under-researched conditions linked to long 
COVID can be included in future Horizon Europe work programmes, there is still no official start date 
for this. Another important pillar to tackle the disease would be European support for research funding 
on biomarkers, clinical research centres and clinical trials in cooperation with the pharmaceutical 
industry. Moreover, consideration should be given to including ME/CFS within the European 
Reference Network for Rare Neurological Diseases (ERN).

In the face of a public health crisis, with 2 million ME/CFS patients in the EU prior to the pandemic 
and long COVID leading to tens of thousands of new patients every month, the Commission needs to 
act.

1. What is the Commission’s evaluation of its response to Parliament’s resolution of 18 June 2020 
and when will we have an official start date for the ‘scoping study’?

2. Would the Commission support a European network for biomedical ME/CFS research that could, 
for example, build on the experiences and knowledge of the existing EUROMENE network and 
lead to the creation of a European Centre of Excellence for ME/CFS to spearhead the 
establishment of regional centres in the Member States?

3. Will the Commission support cooperation with the private sector in order to increase the number 
of clinical trials for ME/CFS and link research on ME/CFS and long COVID?

4. Does the Commission support extending the ERN disease coverage in order to include 
ME/CFS?
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