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Subject: Impact of food and energy insecurity on migration flows to the EU following the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine

By weaponising food and energy in the context of its war in Ukraine, Russia is responsible for 
horrendous food insecurity and a steep rise in energy prices at global level.

Ukraine is among the top global cereal exporters (it accounts for 50 % of global exports of sunflower 
oil, 18 % of barley, 16 % of maize and 12 % of wheat), with more than 90 % of its cereal exports going 
to African and Asian-Pacific countries. Cuts in production and export due to Russia’s war have 
already had damaging consequences for a number of developing countries. According to projections 
by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the number of undernourished people globally 
could increase from 8 to 19 million in the period 2022-2023 as a direct consequence of the war in 
Ukraine. Shortages of basic goods have the potential to exacerbate tensions, reduce economic 
opportunities for people in a number of countries and create new migration flows.

Besides the EU and Member States’ efforts to mitigate market disruptions and support vulnerable 
countries around the world:

1. Are the Commission and its agencies monitoring the evolution of internal displacements and 
migratory flows happening globally on account of food and energy insecurity as a consequence 
of the war in Ukraine? If so, what are the current trends and projections for the coming year?

2. How does the Commission intend to strengthen the EU’s support for non-EU countries facing 
new migratory challenges, for example by mobilising all financial instruments available (e.g. the 
Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument – NDICI) and employing 
the Team Europe approach to support our partner and neighbouring countries?

3. How does the Commission intend to anticipate the migratory challenge and prepare our asylum 
system, including in terms of short-term responses and solidarity between EU Member States?
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