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Subject: Association agreements for the participation of third countries in Union programmes

On the issue of international agreements for the participation of third countries in Union programmes 
(‘agreements’), the Commission is invited to answer the following questions:

1. Given the broad powers allocated to the Joint Committee established under the draft agreement 
between the EU and New Zealand (including its ability to adopt and amend the Protocols on 
associations to Union programmes without further parliamentary involvement), how does the 
Commission intend to ensure that the European Parliament will retain oversight and its power of 
consent as regards future associations to Union programmes?

2. Can the Commission commit to increasing transparency in relation to the implementation of the 
agreements via regular and detailed reporting, in order to enable Parliament to exercise its rights 
of oversight?

3. Will the Commission structure future agreements in such a way as to guarantee respect for 
Parliament’s prerogatives concerning agreements on any association to a Union programme?

4. Will the Commission launch negotiations on an interinstitutional agreement that completely 
abides by both the letter and the spirit of the Treaties, fully respecting the principle of 
parliamentary scrutiny in the implementation of the association agreements, including as regards 
the adoption and amendment of protocols?
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