WRITTEN QUESTION P-1026/00
by Luis Queir6é (UEN)
to the Council

Subject: Angola

The most recent report by the US Department of State on human rights, published on 25 February
2000, enumerates, in detail, numerous cases of human rights abuses in Angola, including violations of
personal integrity and individual freedom (executions without trial, torture and other abusive
treatment, arbitrary arrest, violations of privacy and property rights), violations of civil liberties (of
the freedoms of expression and association and the rights of religions and other movements), non-
respect of political rights and discrimination of various kinds (against women, children and persons
with disabilities). In addition, two reports have been published by 'Global Witness'. Of these, the first
is on UNITA and the second (more recent) focuses on the Government of the People's Republic of
Angola. In both reports it is claimed that the diamond trade and the oil-exporting business are serving
to finance the war effort, and that corruption exist at the highest level of the national authorities.

In view of the above, can the Council state whether it intends to maintain its one-dimensional position
on the situation in Angola; whether, in particular, it still considers Angola to be a state based on the
rule of law where human rights are respected; whether it still believes that the peace process based on
the Lusaka protocol is being applied (and that only one of the parties is in breach of this protocol); and
whether it remains convinced that there can be a military solution to the conflict, or whether, on the
contrary, it believes there is an urgent need for an overall revision of the EU's position on the situation
in Angola, in the light of the revelations of the above-mentioned recent reports and considering that,
notably, simultaneous withdrawal by the contending parties is the first condition if the people of
Angola are to be allowed to live in peace, to acquire their freedom, to create a democratic system and,
in the last analysis, to live in conditions which are compatible with the universal values of human
dignity?
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