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WRITTEN QUESTION P-2108/01
by Jeffrey Titford (EDD)
to the Commission

Subject: New banana regime

Further to the answer provided by Mr Fischler on behalf of the Commission to Written Question P-
1511/011 I request answers to the following:

The importance of reaching an agreement with the US is not in dispute, but it should not be an 
agreement that is badly damaging to Banana importing companies in Britain. I would, therefore, ask 
the Commission why it has ignored their strenuous objections and those of the European Community 
Banana Trade Association, the Banana Plantation Workers' Union (SITRAP) of Costa Rica, the 
National Chamber of Independent Banana Producers SA, the CSIB (Higher Council of Banana 
Importers - France) and the Banana Consultative Committee and many others?

I request the Commission's response to the Banana Consultative Committee's strong criticism of the 
Regime on the basis that it is 'damaging the UK/EU banana trade, damaging to Caribbean sources and 
discriminatory' and that 'the timetable for implementation does not give sufficient time to renegotiate 
the necessary substantial amendments to fruit purchase and logistical contracts'.
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