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WRITTEN QUESTION P-2964/03
by Brigitte Langenhagen (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Digital recording equipment

Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 2135/981 stipulates that the Commission shall submit a proposal to 
the Council and (in accordance with Article 251 of the EC Treaty) Parliament for an extension of the 
deadlines for issuing driver cards (deadline 5 May 2004) and fitting digital recording equipment 
(deadline 5 August 2004) if type-approval has not been granted by 5 August 2003. To date no type-
approval has been issued, and in accordance with Chapter VIII of Annex 1B to Regulation (EEC) No 
3821/852 type-approval cannot be expected before the first quarter of 2004 at the earliest. 
Nevertheless, the Commission has not yet submitted any proposal for a codecision procedure to set 
new deadlines.

If the Commission does not initiate the codecision procedure and the deadlines of 5 May 2004 for 
issuing cards and 5 August 2004 for fitting equipment continue to apply, there is a serious danger that 
the car industry and possibly some Member States will not have sufficient time to ensure the smooth 
introduction of this major new system.

Given that, for legal reasons, type-approval cannot be granted before the end of 2003, can the 
Commission say what legal and practical steps it will take to guarantee the trouble-free introduction of 
digital recording equipment simultaneously in all the Member States?

Has the Commission carried out a risk analysis of both alternatives when considering whether or not 
to initiate a codecision procedure, and what was the outcome?

Does the Commission see the danger that, if the industry and authorities are set unclear or unrealistic 
deadlines, the introduction of digital recording equipment is likely to be delayed for longer than it 
would be if the codecision procedure was initiated?

As a matter of principle, how does the Commission view Parliament's rights under Article 2(3) of 
Regulation (EC) No 2135/98?
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