WRITTEN QUESTION P-0653/04
by Elisabeth Jeggle (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Question E-0760/03 - Operating conditions for incineration plants under Regulation
(EC) No 1774/2002

In its answer to the above question, the Commission stated that incineration processes not included
under Regulation (EC) 1774/2002! would be allowed, provided they took into account the animal and
human health and environmental risks involved.

The Commission has since looked at several proposed amendments to Regulation (EC) 1774/2002
that would allow alternative disposal processes. These specifically are Doc. SANCO/2153/2003 from
June 2003, Doc. SANCO/2153/2003, Rev.5, from September 2003 and Doc. SANCO/2153/2003 Rev.
7.

According to the latest revision, the rules on using animal fat in incineration are now to be removed
from Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 and the opinion of the European Food Safety Authority is awaited.

The constant changes by the Commission have meant that competent national authorities have now
withdrawn licences for certain disposal processes promised in advance to the operators of rendering
plants, resulting in considerable financial losses.

When can the European Food Safety Authority be expected to issue its opinion?

To what extent is this opinion binding on the Commission and when can a binding Commission
decision revising Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 be expected?

To what extent will the European Food Safety Authority and/or the Commission bring the processes
into line with the actual situation, that is by drawing on the proposals for revision in

Doc. SANCO/2153/2003 from June 2003 and Doc. SANCO/2153/2003, Rev. 5, from September
2003, as well as the proposal in Written Question E-0760/032?

Do the latest developments make it absolutely necessary for licences that were granted by national
authorities on the basis of previous Commission amendment proposals in favour of alternative
processes to be withdrawn?
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