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WRITTEN QUESTION P-1442/06
by Armando Dionisi (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: De minimis rule applicable to the transport sector

Regulation (EC) No 69/20011 defines State aid of less than EUR 100 000 over a three-year period per 
undertaking as a small amount, i.e. insignificant in competition terms. This means that such aid is not 
subject to the Commission's prior notification requirement. The transport sector was excluded from 
the scope of this de minimis rule.

In OJ C 144 of 14 June 2005, the Commission published a draft regulation amending Regulation (EC) 
No 69/2001, in order to include the transport sector in the scope of the de minimis rule, with the 
exception of vehicle purchases. This step was taken not only because of the change in market 
situations which means that there is now no threat of serious distortions of competition, but above all 
in response to the Court of Justice's rulings of 26 September 2002 (C-351/98) and 13 February 2003 
(C-409/00), which confirmed that the exclusion of the transport sector should be interpreted in a 
restrictive manner and could not, under any circumstances, be applied to non-professional transport 
(own-account transport). This clearly involves giving own-account transport an unfair competitive 
advantage over professional transport.

In view of the above, will the Commission answer the following:

1. Has the draft amending regulation been suspended or is it in the process of being adopted?

2. What is the time frame, if any, for the adoption of the draft?

3. Why cannot the de minimis rule be extended to vehicle purchases, as strongly advocated by 
the Member States, given that the current EU legislation makes no provision for aid to be granted for 
the replacement of vehicles with models that are technologically more advanced and thus less harmful 
to the environment?
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