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by Anne Ferreira (PSE)
to the Commission

Subject: Harmonised MRLs of pesticides

Regulation (EC) No 396/20051 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 2005 
sets maximum residue levels (MRLs) of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal origin. It 
lays down particular rules for temporary MRLs for substances not yet included in Directive 
91/414/EEC2. In Recital 5 it provides that ‘MRLs should be set at the lowest achievable level 
consistent with good agricultural practice for each pesticide with a view to protecting vulnerable 
groups such as children and the unborn’, and Article 14(2)(b) requires an evaluation of ‘their known 
cumulative and synergistic effects’.

The temporary MRLs do not seem to comply with the principles laid down in Recital 5 and Article 
14(2)(b). EFSA’s initial evaluation of the temporary MRLs tested the highest national MRLs, whereas 
it would have been logical, in view of Recital 5, to test the lowest MRLs. Moreover, the second series 
of MRL evaluations, of only a limited number of substances where the first evaluation had 
demonstrated that toxicological reference values were exceeded, led to revising toxicological 
reference values upwards and evaluations of consumer exposure downwards, although the pesticides 
concerned are not approved under Directive 91/414/EEC. Moreover, the revision of the models of 
consumer exposure established between April and September 2007 was not supervised by EFSA.

While the Commission claims that it has taken every possible measure to guarantee the health of 
consumers, the points noted above raise numerous questions.

1. On what scientific analysis has the Commission based its choice of the new toxicological 
reference values that are used, often provided by just one Member State?

2. Why, despite the two above-mentioned evaluations, are there still MRLs which exceed 
toxicological reference values, according to the information contained in the reference 
documents available on the EFSA website?

3. In what way have the ‘known cumulative and synergistic effects’ been evaluated?
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