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WRITTEN QUESTION P-6712/08
by Mojca Drčar Murko (ALDE)
to the Commission

Subject: Commission's rejection of Life+ Nature projects

The Life+ Nature programme is a financial instrument for preserving protected sites in the European 
Natura 2000 network. Applicants from the Member States draw up projects and submit them to the 
Commission, which reviews and assesses them. If it rejects them, it provides an explanation. 

I believe that the rejection of part of the LIFE07 NAT/SLO/000724 project was either the result of a 
misunderstanding or was in contravention of Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 concerning the Financial Instrument for the 
Environment (LIFE+).

The applicant drew up a management plan for 16 priority species and typical habitats at the selected 
location and wishes to conduct sampling exercises on the ground for most of the species. The 
assessor rejected the proposed project on the grounds that specific actions had not been prepared for 
the brown bear and lynx. But the assessor failed to take into account the fact that the brown bear and 
lynx are just two of the priority species and that only general actions were prepared for them.

What is more, when he examined the financial plan in Excel format the assessor overlooked the fact 
that different national settings in the Excel program separate thousands differently, using either a full 
stop or a comma. As a result, there was a misunderstanding, or a senseless error, which affected the 
rest of the assessment procedure because the assessor considered the plan to be financially 
inconsistent. Since the mistake involved a factor of 1000, the assessor read € 100 in the Excel table 
whereas the applicant planned € 100 000 for the action. 

Does the Commission have any substantial reasons for persisting in rejecting parts of this project?


