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WRITTEN QUESTION P-3550/09
by Bogusław Sonik (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Community programme concerning medicinal products

The European Parliament will shortly begin considering the proposal to amend Directive 2001/83/EC1 
on the Community code for medicinal products for human use. One of the aims of the new legislation 
will be to prevent counterfeit medicines from entering the pharmaceutical distribution chain. Given that 
this question is of crucial importance to the life and health of Community citizens, will the Commission 
say why the task of preparing the proposal has been assigned to the Directorate-General for 
Enterprise, thereby allowing the focus to be placed on prohibiting the repackaging of medicinal 
products and thus eliminating parallel imports - a legal and properly monitored activity - rather than 
combating the real dangers posed by, for example, illegal online trading or smuggling? Under these 
circumstances, is everything possible being done to make sure that Community citizens enjoy real 
protection from counterfeit medicines?
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