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WRITTEN QUESTION P-1833/10
by Damien Abad (PPE)
to the Commission

Subject: Using OLAF external investigations in the implementation of Community funds

On 28 October 2009 I asked the Commission about assignment of the Maritza East 2 Project in 
Bulgaria, specifically on the proper use of Community funds, and the responsibilities of the various 
bodies involved in the procedure for assigning dubious contracts that called for more vigorous 
intervention by the Commission.

To recapitulate, this project concerns the installation of desulphurisation equipment at Thermal Power 
Plant Maritsa East 2, which needs to be brought into conformity with European standards. The project 
will be financed by European funds and by the EBRD, each providing EUR 34 million.

The European Anti-Fraud Office OLAF has conducted an investigation, which has been concluded but 
its results have not yet been forwarded either to the Commission or to the parties concerned. Under 
Regulation (EC) No 2185/961 and Decision No 1999/352/EC2, the conclusions of external inquiries 
conducted by OLAF have to be forwarded to the appropriate national authorities for further action in 
the procedure. The Bulgarian court has already stated that it is not competent in this matter. In view of 
these different aspects there is a very high risk that the procedure will not be completed at the level of 
the Bulgarian authorities.

Apart from the serious implications of this procedure in terms of legal certainty for the European 
companies, the question arises as to the effectiveness of investigation work by OLAF and its benefits 
for the proper management of European funds.

As a member of the Committee on Budgets I would like to ask the Commission the following 
questions.

1. Bearing in mind that OLAF’s conclusions are neither published nor sent to the parties concerned, 
how can the European Union make better use of its conclusions on fraudulent acts in future 
allocations of European funds at national or regional level?

2. More generally, does this situation not highlight the need to review the policy on publishing OLAF 
conclusions, with the aim of improving the management of EU resources?
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