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Subject: Different rules for Portuguese and Spanish fishermen in the Minho river

The Minho river, whose total length is 300 km, includes an international stretch of some 70 km which 
divides the southern part of the Spanish region of Galicia from the upper part of Portugal's northern 
region. Fishing activity along this international stretch is governed by the International Regulation for 
the Minho River, approved by both countries and officialised by Portugal in Decree 8/2008 of 9 April 
2008. This regulation provides for the requisite harmonization in terms of fishing equipment and 
exploitation of stocks. 

However, any notion of equality of fishing conditions has been distorted following the introduction of 
new national rules. The Portuguese government decree No 247/2010 of 3 May 2010 subjects national 
fishermen to a series of conditions and obligations relating to food hygiene and safety, taxation and 
marketing rules. All this places them at a clear disadvantage by comparison with their Spanish 
counterparts, who are able to operate, in the same common space, in far more favourable conditions, 
since they do not have to pay tax on their catch or, indeed, operational expenses such as compulsory 
annual vessel inspection fees, mooring charges or lighthouse fees.

The Portuguese fishermen are also required to comply with minimum declaration levels for catch 
turnover - for taxation purposes - which are incompatible with the nature of their activity, on penalty of 
losing their sales and fishing permits. This is an unsustainable state of affairs, as the minimum sum 
required is twelve times the national minimum wage, or approximately EUR 6000 per annum, 
although these fishermen's average earnings do not even amount to one-half of that sum. 

Despite the low profitability of freshwater fishing and its seasonal nature (it can only be practised for a 
maximum of five months in the year), the Minho's traditional fishery is an activity of major importance 
for the balance of the local ecosystem and for the economic survival of hundreds of households. It is 
also crucial for gastronomy and the development of tourism, in a region which has one of the lowest 
per capita incomes of both Portugal and the EU. 

1. Does the Commission consider it compatible with the law that, for the same river (the Minho), 
Portuguese fishermen should be subject to conditions and rules governing their activity that differ 
from those applying to their Spanish counterparts?

2. What is the Commission's view on the matter, and what action does it believe it can take?


