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Question for written answer P-009708/2011
to the Commission
Rule 117
Christian Engström (Verts/ALE)

Subject: ACTA safeguards and 'fair and equitable' procedures in TRIPS

In response to Parliamentary Question P-008444/2011, the Commission explains that the reference in 
ACTA to ‘fair’ process has the same meaning as the requirement for ‘fair and equitable’ procedures in 
TRIPS.

1. Can the Commission explain the specific intention of the negotiators when they removed the 
word ‘equitable’ and when they replaced the word ‘procedure’ with the word ‘process’?

2. Is the ‘fair process’ in ACTA meant to be identical in meaning to the enforcement procedures that 
TRIPS parties must make ‘available under their law’? If yes, why was the same wording not 
used? If the ‘process’ is meant to be different, could the Commission explain what the difference 
is understood to be?


