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Question for written answer P-004563/2012
to the Commission
Rule 117
Margrete Auken (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Compliance with the European Court of Justice ruling on open-cast mining in León, 
Spain

On 24 November 2011 the European Court of Justice ruled that Spain had violated the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC) and the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) by authorising a 
number of open-cast mining operations in the Laciana and Babia valleys in León, Spain. Despite that 
ruling, a number of these illegal mining operations are still operating today within the boundaries of 
Natura 2000 areas. I have personally seen the tremendous permanent environmental impact of these 
publicly subsidised mining operations (for example, the recent water pollution in violation of the Water 
Framework Directive (WFD) (2000/60/EC)1).

Recently, the Commission met local and regional authorities from the area which had provided it with 
grossly exaggerated and erroneous information concerning employment and the environment in 
relation to the open-cast mining operations. The Spanish authorities’ financial investment in the 
restoration of the mines (EUR 2 million) is totally insufficient compared with the damage done. 
Moreover, I have been informed that they are currently processing both new and retroactive 
authorisations of open-cast mining within the same Natura 2000 protected areas.

– Has the Commission given the Spanish authorities a deadline for compliance with the ECJ 
ruling?

– What measures or fines has the Commission considered asking the ECJ to impose in order to 
compensate for the environmental damage inflicted to date?

– What action will the Commission take with regard to compliance with EU environmental 
legislation, for example the WFD in the case of the water pollution mentioned above, or the 
processing by the Spanish authorities of new or ‘retroactive’ environmental authorisations for 
open-cast mining sites referred to in the 24 November 2011 ECJ ruling?

1 http://www.lacronicadeleon.es/2012/04/25/leon/el-rio-orallo-baja-otra-vez-negro-147559.htm


