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Subject: Fourth Railway Package

On 30 January 2013, the Commission unveiled a proposal for a Regulation on the Fourth Railway 
Package.

This proposal ignores the dramatic consequences of the previous three railway packages: a reduction 
in the volume of rail freight in favour of road freight, lower safety standards, poorer services for users, 
an increase in costs for users and challenges to employees’ working conditions.

This Regulation now proposes to go further, by separating infrastructure management from transport 
operators. It also provides for the ‘mandatory tendering of public service contracts as of December 
2019.’This precludes any possibility of a local authority or a State working as a matter of priority with a 
public carrier.

The fourth railway package also provides for the repeal of Regulation (EEC) No 1192/69 of 26 June 
1969 of the Council on common rules for the normalisation of the accounts of railway undertakings. 
The new Regulation will require Member States to pay a balancing contribution to the pension 
contributions of public transport employees. What does the Commission intend to do to address the 
consequences of the repeal for employees’ pension schemes?

On 5 December 2012, the Commission presented a proposal for a Regulation (COM (2012) 0730) 
revising the amount of state aid to the transport sector.

Following the implementation of these reforms, to what extent will Member States and local authorities 
be able to act to ensure the access of all to a quality, affordable rail transport service, including in 
rural areas?

In this context, is the fourth railway package compatible with the right of Member States to decide on 
the organisation of public transport services - a right enshrined in Protocol 26 of the Lisbon Treaty?

Does it agree that these reforms form an obstacle to the discretionary powers of national, regional 
and local authorities to provide, implement and organise transport services in a manner that meets the 
needs of users as far as possible?


