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Subject: Making denial or revisionism a crime in the European Union

The resurgence of extreme right-wing movements with openly racist, xenophobic and anti-Semitic 
philosophies, the trivialisation of their hate speech and hateful behaviour, and their spectacular 
electoral breakthroughs, for example in Hungary and Greece, require the EU authorities not only to be 
more vigilant, but also to come up with a legal response to this threat to democracy and the rule of law 
in the European Union. The EU cannot stand idly by while more and more politicians make 
statements which openly incite people to racial or religious hatred and violence. Examples include the 
despicable remarks made by the political leader of the neo-Nazi movement ‘Golden Dawn’ in May 
2012 denying that the Shoah took place and the Jobbik party MP’s call to compile a list of prominent 
citizens in Hungary who are Jews. Most recently, in February 2013 posters featuring a Star of David 
intertwined with a swastika were displayed along the main streets of Athens. All these overt 
expressions of anti-Semitism have sparked outrage across the EU, but those responsible have not yet 
been punished. This is at odds with the Council Framework Decision adopted on 28 November 2008, 
which is intended to harmonise criminal-law penalties for racism and xenophobia throughout the 
European Union, but which evidently leaves Member States too wide a margin of interpretation when 
it comes to punishing hate speech.

In the light of these incidents, does the Commission intend to propose as a matter of urgency a 
tightening-up of the 2008 Council Framework Decision on combating racism and xenophobia so that 
any statement denying the Holocaust or inciting racial or religious hatred is henceforth punishable by 
law in the European Union? Does the Commission agree that the crime of denying the Holocaust or 
other genocides, which has thus far been introduced in only five Member States (Germany, Austria, 
Belgium, France and Luxembourg), constitutes a model for a criminal law which should be enacted at 
EU level?


