
932098.EN PE 509.038

Question for written answer P-003669/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Luís Paulo Alves (S&D)

Subject: POSEI Fisheries programme and the EMFF

Given that the common fisheries policy is in the process of reform, Parliament is now debating the 
future regulation on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), which is to replace the 
present European Fisheries Fund (Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006), as has been provided for in the 
proposal for a regulation laying down common provisions on the funds under shared management 
(2011/0276(COD)) and in the Commission proposal (2011/0380(COD)) on the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund.

This is a matter of interest and concern to fishing operators in, for example, the Azores, a region 
where the fisheries sector plays a key role in the local economy and affords a livelihood to the many 
families who depend on fishing.  The region’s particular characteristics are being covered, in the 
current programming period, by Council Regulation (EC) No 791/2007 of 21 May 2007, commonly 
known as POSEI Fisheries, a scheme which, both because it is designed to deal with problems 
specific to the outermost regions and because of the measures and solutions that it offers, is vitally 
important to Azorean fishing operators in general and the organisations which represent them. 

Can the Commission say, clearly and precisely, whether it intends to do away with the scheme to 
compensate for the additional costs incurred in the marketing of certain fishery products from the 
outermost regions, namely the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands, French Guiana, and Réunion, 
which, under Council Regulation (EC) No 791/2007 of 21 May 2007, has hitherto constituted a special 
arrangement for those regions, and whether it will instead incorporate the corresponding provisions 
into the new EMFF regulation? If that is the Commission’s intention, what is the reason for it and how 
will it be realised?

Could the Commission allow the self-contained regulation to remain in force in the future, given its 
immense importance to the people of the outermost regions?


