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Subject: Food safety monitoring of tinned food from Thailand

In 2012, the EU refused entry to 19 consignments of imported tinned tuna from Thailand, on grounds 
of their failing to comply with public health and hygiene regulations. Entry checks for goods from third 
countries had detected that the heat treatment for goods in these consignments was inadequate 
which posed a risk to consumer food safety.

The solution found to this problem consisted in removing just one of the plants behind these food 
safety alerts from the list of Thai plants authorised to export to the European Union. This took effect 
on 6 November 2012.

However, according to DG Sanco’s webpage, this plant will become an authorised importer once 
again on 27 March 2013. The plant has managed to identify, analyse, correct and resolve the problem 
with surprising alacrity. The competent Thai authority has also been surprisingly swift to check and 
audit the solution found, and to apply to the EU for this firm to be placed back on the list, a request 
that the EU authorities have subsequently agreed to. Such swiftness and alacrity is notably different 
from the sluggishness shown by the Thai and EU authorities in taking measures to stop these tinned 
goods entering the EU market. Although the EU’s inspection system detected this serious public 
health problem in February 2012, the Thai authorities authorised the export of these goods on at least 
19 occasions until October 2012.

– Could the Commission explain what checks and audits it has carried out in Thailand to verify that 
this serious problem has indeed been resolved in such a short period of time?

– Can the Commission guarantee therefore that there is no danger of a repetition of these 
incidents, given the importance of what is at stake, namely food safety for EU consumers?

– Given this serious precedent, can the Commission explain why an FVO (DG SANCO) audit of 
the Thai fisheries sector has not been made a priority for 2013? There is no mention of this 
sector in the 2013 Audit Programme published on the FVO’s webpage.


