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Question for written answer P-004942/2013
to the Commission
Rule 117
Francesca Barracciu (S&D)

Subject: Territorial continuity and application of the maximum concessionary fare to EU citizens 
born in Sardinia who have emigrated from that region

– Whereas recital 29 to the Commission Decision of 23 April 2007 (C (2007) 1712) on public 
service obligations on certain routes to and from Sardinia under Article 4 of Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 2408/92 on access for Community air carriers to intra-Community air routes states that 
‘Sardinia may be considered a peripheral region due to its island location and lack of real 
alternative means of transport’;

– Whereas, while Commission states in section 3.6 of that Decision – ‘Preferential fares for persons 
born in Sardinia but not resident there’ – that the granting of concessionary fares for the purposes 
of territorial continuity to Italian citizens born in Sardinia but residing outside that region cannot be 
considered compatible with Regulation (EEC) No 2408/92, but that the goal of ‘enabling 
Sardinian emigrants to retain ties with their original cultural community’ may be considered ‘a 
legitimate objective of public interest under Article 4(1)(b)(i) of the Regulation’ while also referring 
to the need to show ‘any remaining link, such as family ties, between the person concerned and 
their region of origin’ and to the financial means of each emigrant, stating that since ‘certain 
emigrants lack the necessary means to pay the price of an annual trip to Sardinia, a more 
adequate and less restrictive measure would be to offer aid to the emigrants concerned’;

– Whereas, under the Decree issued by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport on 21 February 
2013 – (13A02186) – published in Official Journal of the Italian Republic No 61 of 13 March 2013, 
the maximum concessionary fare in the period 15 June to 15 September each year is applicable 
only to persons resident in Sardinia;

Does the Commission feel that the application of the maximum concessionary fare to EU citizens born 
in Sardinia who, despite not being resident there, still have a family tie with the island and/or do not 
have adequate financial means, could be considered compatible with Regulation (EEC) No 2408/92 
and applicable during high travel seasons?


