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Rule 117
David-Maria Sassoli (S&D)

Subject: Facilitating integration and the acquisition of citizenship for immigrant children born or 
brought up in EU Member States

The frame of reference for the above subject is provided by Articles 21 and 24 of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, Articles 2, 9, 10, and 79 of the TFEU, and Rule 123 of Parliament’s Rules of 
Procedure. 

The European Union is founded on shared values and on respect for, and the promotion of, the 
fundamental rights set out in the Charter, including the right which all children have to be protected 
and respected, without suffering discrimination. The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights imposes an 
obligation on all public authorities and private institutions to make children’s best interests the primary 
consideration in all policies relating to children. Millions of children of non-European origin are born, or 
spend part of their formative years, in EU Member States, living alongside EU children of the same 
age; that notwithstanding, they often have to go through a lengthy and difficult procedure in order to 
obtain citizenship, a fact which gives rise to discrimination and injustice and impedes integration 
processes. 

1. Does the Commission not believe that it should encourage and support specific efforts by 
Member States to help immigrant children integrate fully into European societies, not least by 
affording them equal opportunities to enter, and participate in, every sphere of society, from 
school to health, the media, the arts, sport, and welfare?

2. Does it not believe that it should encourage Member States, within their specific areas of 
responsibility, to foster the integration of immigrant children living on their territory, not least by 
helping them to acquire citizenship, assuming that their parents are long-term residents?

3. Does it not believe that citizenship should be an essential element of any EU approach to 
integration intended to ensure that immigrant children in particular will enjoy complete equality 
without discrimination?


