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Subject: New bluetongue emergency in Sardinia - non-compliance and inefficiency

Bluetongue disease has once again broken out in Sardinia: more than 5 000 sheep have died and 
there have been more than 2 500 outbreaks on 15 000 farms. Such emergencies have been going on 
for years, with devastating long-term consequences.

Article 18 of Directive 2000/75/EC of 20 November 2000 states that ‘The Commission shall examine 
the (contingency) plans, in order to determine whether they enable the desired objective to be 
attained, and shall suggest to the Member State concerned any modification required’. The regional 
prevention plan is supposed to set a target relating to integrated remediation measures and 
cleaning/disinfecting measures in order to prevent the re-emergence of bluetongue.

The vaccination period for bluetongue in sheep is from January to March, due to the lower 
temperatures in that period and so as not to affect the breeding and suckling season. However, 
according to information provided by the press and professional organisations, the vaccinations 
apparently began in July and are still continuing, leading to miscarriages and a decline in milk 
production.

It should also be noted that Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 349/2005 defines the payment to be 
made within 90 days of the animals’ slaughter as being ‘swift and adequate compensation’.

On 31 January 2013, I tabled a question on this subject, registered as No P-001022/2013. The 
Commission’s reply, dated 25 February 2013, states that from November 2012 to February 2013 the 
Commission received no further information from Italy regarding the payment of compensation. 
However, according to information from the press and professional organisations, many farmers, 
especially in the Sulcis area, have not yet received any compensation for the head of livestock that 
died in 2012.

In the Commission’s view, have there been any infringements on the part of the Italian authorities with 
regard to the implementation of the prevention plan? If so, who is responsible? What action will the 
Commission take to ensure that this terrible situation can be resolved?

What information has the Commission received about compensation after November 2012? Can it 
confirm that the farmers whose sheep died in 2012 have not yet received any compensation, in clear 
breach of Regulation (EC) No 349/2005? Is it aware of any other delays? Is it aware of the delays in 
carrying out vaccinations and does it know why this has occurred?


