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Subject: Assistance for Belarusian NGOs

It is common knowledge that Belarus suffers from a severe lack of democratic principles. The civil 
society initiatives in this country are in desperate need of political and financial support from external 
sources. The EU has developed a range of tools and programmes to assist people in countries 
governed by such regimes to build up their civil society structures and maintain their activities. 
Recently, we have been alerted by a number of Belarusian NGOs that they were refused EU funding 
specifically designed for such organisations because they were officially registered not in their home 
country but in other countries (in most cases in EU Member States). For obvious reasons, 
organisations such as NGOs that are not supportive of President Alexander Lukashenko’s regime 
cannot freely develop their activities while being headquartered or registered in their home country. 
Thus, it only seems right that EU policy should take account of this fact and should not make official 
registration in Belarus a precondition for eligibility for EU assistance schemes that are designed to 
help the citizens of Belarus, not the regime. However, in 2013, for the first time since 2003, in order to 
be eligible for funding from the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights for Non State 
Actors and Local Authorities in Development, projects had to include at least one co-applicant 
registered with the Belarusian regime.

Taking into consideration the extraordinary specific circumstances of this country and its deficiency in 
the rule of law, can the Commission explain the rationale behind such criteria? Why does the EU 
exclude organisations that are not registered in Belarus from accessing the funds?

What instruments and what sums are to be granted in 2013 to support Belarusian civil society 
organisations which are not registered in Belarus or which are unable to officially partner with other 
(registered) Belarusian NGOs?

Moreover, what general approach has the Commission taken on the issue of support for civil societies 
under authoritarian regimes?


