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Subject: Implications of the entry into force of Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 for the approval of 
certain wastewater engineering devices

It is unclear what implications the entry into force of Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 has for the 
approval of certain wastewater engineering devices for marketing and use in France.

The French reference text in this area is the decree of 7 March 2012 amending the decree of 
7 September 2009 as follows in order to take account of the entry into force of Regulation (EU) 
No 305/2011 on 1 July 2013:

‘Individual wastewater installations comprising pre-treatment and treatment devices which are 
pre-fabricated or made in situ shall meet the following criteria:

– Where relevant, the essential requirements laid down in Directive 89/106/EEC for individual 
wastewater treatment systems, in particular as regards mechanical strength, stability, hygiene, 
health and the environment. From 1 July 2013, the pre-treatment and treatment devices referred 
to above in this article shall comply with the basic requirements of Regulation (EC) No 305/2011 
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2011 laying down harmonised 
conditions for the marketing of construction products and repealing Council Directive 
89/106/EEC;’

The ‘basic requirements' of the regulation match those of CEN Standard 12566-3 (in France: 
FR EN 12566-3), which is already the reference standard in France (the old directive’s ‘essential 
requirements’). Even if devices comply with the EC standard, they still need to be approved by the 
French authorities under the decree of 7 March 2012.

Could the Commission say whether the entry into force of the regulation means that these devices no 
longer need to be approved by the French authorities in order to be used and/or marketed in France, 
provided that they carry the CE marking? And if it does not, can it say whether the decree of 7 March 
2012 is compatible with the regulation?


