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Subject: TIR system

I would like to draw the Commission’s attention to the ‘TIR system’ (Transports Internationaux 
Routiers) and the current problems regarding transport by road between EU countries and their 
eastern neighbours.

On 5 July 2013 the Russian Federal Customs Service posted information on its website about a 
unilateral decision made by its head, Andrey Belyaninov, stating that:

‘(...) in order to ensure full and timely payment of customs duties to the Federal budget, starting from 
14 August 2013, placement of goods under the TIR procedure shall be performed under the condition 
that customs transit is secured by measures indicated in Article 217 §1 of the Customs Code of the 
Customs Union.’

In practice the effective implementation of such a unilateral measure would mean that from 14 August 
each TIR Carnet used to transport goods to/through/from Belarus, the Russian Federation and 
Kazakhstan would be subject to an additional national customs guarantee. The cost of such a 
guarantee is significantly higher than the cost of a TIR guarantee. Transport operators forced to buy 
this additional guarantee may decide to stop TIR transports at the Belarusian border. This may block 
the EU border and create long delays and additional costs for all international road transport 
operators.

This unilateral decision made by the Russian Federal Customs Service does not comply with Article 4 
of the TIR Convention and is a serious violation of Article 42 bis and 48. What is more, the new 
control measure does not comply with Article 217.2.3 of the EurAsEC customs code which clearly 
stipulates that no guarantee is required for transit operations under international agreements.

Considering the importance of the TIR system for the EU economy and the great influence this new 
control measure will certainly have on international road transport, I should like to ask the Commission 
to make urgent representations to the relevant authorities in the Russian Federation in order to cancel 
these new control requirements. Any problems should first be discussed at international level and all 
stakeholders should be consulted before any decisions are made.


