Question for written answer P-012926/2013
to the Commission

Rule 117

Giommaria Uggias (ALDE)

Subject: Calabria regional authorities invitation to tender for an overground light railway link
between Cosenza-Rende and the University of Calabria

The Calabria regional authorities published an invitation to tender via the single contracting authority
(SUA) for the design and construction of an overground light railway link between Cosenza-Rende
and the University of Calabria and the supply and commissioning of the necessary rolling stock.

The original deadline for the submission of tenders was put back while changes were made to the
leasing terms and procedural specifications. The SUA approved these changes on 27 August 2013
(Notice 101-172650, OJEU 2013/S). The new deadline was set at 12.00 on 29 October 2013
(Department of Public Works Note No 273955 of 28 August 2013).

In the revised invitation to tender, Annex 2 requires bidders to break down the costs between the
2007-2013 programming period and the following period.

1. Can the Commission say whether the above complies with Commission Decision C(2013)1573,
which stipulates that projects must have two ‘clearly identifiable’ stages as regards their physical
and financial objectives? These two stages are nowhere to be found in the project timetable,
under which works are scheduled for completion in 960 days.

2. Would it look into the discrepancy between this 960-day timescale and the 760-day timescale
specified in the invitation to tender?

3.  Would it look into the technical and financial feasibility of carrying out an EUR 160 million project
on public and private land in just 960 (or, as the case may be, 760) days, when the necessary
expropriation procedures are not even under way yet?

4. Can it say what technical, financial and environmental feasibility studies the management

authority running the 2007-2013 ERDF ROP for Calabria carried out before allocating such a
huge sum of money to a project which affects a disproportionately small number of people?
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