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Bernadette Vergnaud (S&D) 

Subject: Alteration of the method of calculation of the fuel surcharge in air freight transport 

In August 2013, several airlines informed their customers that in future their surcharges for fuel, safety 
and security would no longer be levied on the gross or actual weight of consignments but on their 
volumetric weight. 

By changing the method of calculation of these surcharges so as to index them to the volume of 
goods, airlines will raise the cost of air freight transport by between 15% (in France) and 60% (in Italy), 
according to estimates by air consignors. 

The change to the calculation method was announced within a very short period (between September 
and November 2013) by several airlines, notably including Air France/KLM, Emirates and Lufthansa. 

This change in the method of calculation of the air freight fuel surcharge gives rise to three major 
problems: 

– the issue of whether the change in the method of calculation is valid. The decision to link the 
charge to the volume of freight is questionable because the volume of goods does not affect 
either safety or the consumption of kerosene, which depends on the actual weight of the freight; 

– the timing of the announcements by the airlines. The fact that the various airlines took similar 
decisions within a very short period of time suggests the possibility of an agreement among them 
tantamount to the formation of a cartel; 

– the economic impact of the change in the method of calculation. The complete absence of 
coordination and the impact on the competitiveness of the European economy, while its 
performance remains fragile, seem more than problematic. 

It may be recalled that on 18 September 2012 the Commission already imposed fines totalling €800 
million on 11 airlines (including Air France/KLM) for price-fixing in relation to the surcharge levied from 
their customers per kilo and the safety/security surcharge. 

In parallel, on 20 December 2012, the European Shippers’ Council issued a communiqué asking DG 
COMP to initiate a special inquiry into the conduct of ship-owners with regard to surcharges for 
maritime freight. 

Is the Commission aware of the resurgence of these practices? What solutions will it propose in order 
to remedy the situation? 


