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Question for written answer P-000427/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Edit Herczog (S&D) 

Subject: EU-funded programmes 

Government Decree 1731/2013 (X. 11.) stipulates that in the 2014-2020 programming period, the 
Hungarian Government shall, when undertaking tasks connected to the take-up of EU funds, be 
committed to eliminating the outsourcing of activities hitherto contracted out. In future it intends to 
complete such tasks to a greater extent on the basis of its existing internal resources with the aim of 
promoting swift, uninfluenced specialist decision-making and implementation.1 

This means that, pursuant to the decree, firms from Hungary and other Member States will in future be 
excluded from carrying out preparatory, planning, advisory and implementation tasks for projects 
undertaken with EU funding. 

Given the possible consequences, this ʻnationalising’ of planning, advisory and implementation tasks 
raises a great many questions with regard to the effectiveness, operability and efficiency of the newly 
adopted system. For example, how will the government ensure that there is sufficient specialist 
capacity and the requisite expertise to undertake these tasks, given that they have never yet been 
carried out on a large scale by public administration bodies? How can freedom from influence and 
accountability be ensured if the decisions on launching calls for proposals, preparing application files 
and awarding tenders are monopolised? In view of the values of the EU, the question also arises as to 
whether the decree undermines the freedom to conduct business and free market competition, and 
whether it hinders the free movement of services within the EU in terms of planning, advisory and 
implementation activities. The most alarming question, however, arises at the level of democratic 
values. How will the Commission evaluate – and how will it be able to monitor – equal treatment of 
applicants for tenders and the social effectiveness and the transparency of the new system for 
preparing proposals? With the exclusion from conducting these tasks of not only Hungarian firms but 
also those from other Member States, as well as employees from the rest of the EU, how will the 
Commission ensure that there is no implicit discrimination against foreigners? 

I am confident that the Commission will take a prudent stance, and I thank them for investigating this 
matter. 

                                                      
1  http://www.evosz.hu/hirek/c796.pdf (Official Journal of Hungary, in Hungarian) 


