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Question for written answer P-000527/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Clemente Mastella (PPE) 

Subject: Vehicle tax in Italy 

In Italy, vehicle tax has been the remit of the regional governments since 1 January 1999. That vehicle 
tax or car tax (‘bollo auto’), which also used to be called ‘tassa di circolazione’ (road tax), is a local tax 
imposed on cars and other motor vehicles registered in Italy and is payable in the region of residence. 
The main beneficiaries of the increase in vehicle tax have in recent years been the local authorities 
themselves, which have seen the amounts under this heading in their budgets rise swiftly and 
significantly. 

The fact that vehicle taxation is a regional government remit has created huge disparities for individual 
Italians. For example, in the southern Italian regions the rates applied are significantly higher than 
those in northern Italy. 

Consumer organisations estimate that in the last decade alone, the combined cost of vehicle tax and 
vehicle insurance has effectively doubled, and that in the last two years alone it has risen by 30%, 
while many provincial governments have also increased the charges for registering a vehicle or 
amending an entry in the public register of motor vehicles. 

This frequently makes for a ‘double whammy’ for people living in the south of Italy. They almost all 
have to pay the maximum amount chargeable by provincial governments, on top of which vehicle tax 
rates are calculated on the basis of insurance premiums markedly higher than those in the centre and 
north of Italy. According to the Supermoney website, on which the amounts charged by various 
insurance companies can be compared, the average cost of a policy for someone with five years’ 
no-claims is EUR 1 456 in the south of Italy, as opposed to EUR 920 in the north, despite the fact that 
the accident rate in the south is now lower than elsewhere in the country. 

Does the Commission not agree that these differences in vehicle tax rates have an adverse effect on 
the automobile market in general and, in particular, engender a situation that is grossly unfair, in 
competitive terms, for Italians living in the south of Italy?  


