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Question for written answer P-000880/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (PPE) 

Subject: Divergences between estimates of the unemployment rate in the eurozone and the 
criteria for calculating it 

The Eurostat definition1 used for measuring and recording the harmonised unemployment rate in the 
EU is as follows: unemployed persons comprise persons who are without work during the reference 
week; are available to start work within two weeks2; and have been actively seeking work in the past 
four weeks. However, a Bloomberg publication mentions the case of Italy, which has the highest 
percentage of potential employees who are not recorded as unemployed. It cites the example of young 
Italians who have no incentive to seek work. Furthermore, a Commission survey3 has recorded a 
figure of 12% of workers in Italy who are unable to make a living with the wages they earn. 

 Given how critical the issue of unemployment is in the EU and how important the above data are, will 
the Commission say: 

 (a) Although the Eurostat unemployment rate is based on the International Labour Office’s definition, 
how does it view the Bloomberg estimates giving a total of 31.2 million unemployed in the eurozone, 
far exceeding the 19 million unemployed recorded by Eurostat; (b) do changing labour market 
conditions for workers and for the unemployed in the EU warrant a review of the criteria for defining 
unemployed persons? Does it believe that there should be broader criteria for recording 
unemployment so as to reflect this critical and multifaceted problem facing the EU in the most 
representative and reliable way possible? (c) does it intend to review the criteria that currently apply? 
(d) does it have any estimates of the extent to which the unemployment rate in the eurozone would be 
affected were the criteria to be broadened? 

 

                                                      
1 

 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&language=en&pcode=teilm020&tableSelectio
n=1&plugin=1 

2  http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-01-27/euro-jobless-record-seen-in-legacy-of-italians-giving-up.html 
 
3  http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/andor/headlines/news/2014/01/20140121_en.htm 


