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to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Elisabeth Schroedter (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: General Block Exemption Regulation and declaring certain categories of aid compatible 
with the internal market (C(2013) 9256) 

The reform of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) is included in the comprehensive 
revision of aid rules announced in the communication on the modernisation of EU State aid legislation. 
The GBER lays down the conditions under which certain categories of aid can be regarded as 
compatible with the internal market. The Commission has for the first time proposed restrictions in the 
area of training aid. Aid intensity has been cut to 50% of the eligible costs, and recognition of trainees' 
personnel costs and general indirect costs as eligible costs has been restricted to aid granted to 
SMEs. This restriction stands in sharp contrast to training's status as a key objective of the ESF aimed 
at achieving the EU 2020 targets. 

In the Commission's view, how should training organisations whose activity centres on social 
objectives, and which are consequently unable to cover their costs, fill the funding gap between the 
GBER and eligible costs under the structural and investment funds that will result from the new 
reduction in aid intensity? 

How will the Commission resolve the contradictions between the aid rules and the fund regulations 
2014-2020 and ensure that they do not lead to conflicting goals in the programmes' implementation, 
particularly in ESF investment priorities 9 and 10? 

The Commission has significantly restricted the possibilities for supporting the social economy in its 
latest revision of the GBER. How will the Commission ensure that social economy institutions, whose 
statutes generally prevent them from building up capital reserves or seeking external financing, are 
able to finance training activities under ESF priorities 9 and 10 as part of the integrated approach to 
combating poverty? 


