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Question for written answer P-001842/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Olle Schmidt (ALDE) 

Subject: Question regarding the removal of the working definition of antisemitism by the FRA 

It has come to my attention that the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) has 
removed its 2005 working definition of antisemitism from its website. This working definition not only 
included classic antisemitic behaviour but also considered vilification of Israelis or Israel as antisemitic 
behaviour. As antisemitic sentiments are growing increasingly strong in Europe in the wake of the 
financial crisis, we find this lack of a specific definition highly alarming. Although the FRA states that its 
tasks include drawing up definitions of areas of work, Blanca Tapia of the FRA has claimed that the 
organisation ‘has no mandate to develop its own definitions’.  

At a point in time where the FRA’s own reports show unprecedented new levels of perceived and 
actual antisemitism, the lack of a replacement definition appears ill-timed at best, and damaging to the 
fight against antisemitism at worst. Without a set definition, it would be difficult to produce reports and 
investigations that are concise and exact in their findings. Furthermore, many people consider that the 
removal of the working definition has made the situation of Jews in Europe even worse, as it is no 
longer possible to categorise and classify the experiences of victims of antisemitism. At this time, it 
seems of the highest importance to develop a functioning and all-encompassing definition, which 
could perhaps take inspiration from the working definition of the European Forum on Antisemitism.  

Therefore, I would like to ask if the Commission is aware of the removal of the 2005 FRA working 
definition. 

Is there a reason for the sudden removal of the working definition and will there be a replacement 
definition? 

Does the Commission think that the lack of a definition will adversely affect the fight against 
antisemitism in the European Union? 


