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Question for written answer P-002443/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Corinne Lepage (ALDE) 

Subject: Use of the EU budget by the Romanian National Agency for Mineral Resources (NAMR) 

In 2012 DG Energy published Call for Proposals DG ENER/C2/SUB/492-2012, for the attention of 
public authorities in the Member States, with a view to obtaining grants for organising dialogues with 
citizens and launching information campaigns on shale gas. Beneficiaries of grants were clearly asked 
to use the EU studies on shale gas mentioned in the call to develop arguments balancing the potential 
benefits and risks associated with this industry. The notice expressly mentions as a reference DG 
Environment’s study ‘Support to the identification of potential risks for the environment and human 
health arising from hydrocarbons operations involving hydraulic fracturing in Europe’, which highlights 
a number of cumulative risks. 

Romanian citizens recently alerted the EU authorities over a series of materials produced by the 
Romanian National Agency for Mineral Resources (NAMR) with EU financial support. The documents 
produced by the NAMR1 do not correspond to the requirements, objectives and approach requested in 
the call for proposals drawn up by DG Energy. Instead, they focus only on the alleged benefits of shale 
gas and deny the findings of the EU studies on the potential climate and environmental impacts of this 
industry. 

Given the above: 

1. Can the Commission confirm that the materials developed by the NAMR are financed by a grant 
awarded under Call for Proposals DG ENER/C2/SUB/492-2012? 

2. If this is not the case, can the Commission provide information concerning the grant financing the 
production of these materials? 

3. If it is the case, can the Commission state whether it knew about the contents of the documents 
produced by the NAMR, and whether it considers the materials in question to be in line with the 
objectives and requirements of the call for proposals? 

 4. Can the Commission state what action it intends to take to follow up on this case? 

                                                      
1  Including a four-page fact sheet, an eight-page briefing and an entire website: 

http//www.infogazedesist.eu/index.html. 


