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Question for written answer P-003025/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Mark Demesmaeker (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Inquiry into State aid 

On 3 April 2012, the Commission announced that it intended to initiate an inquiry into State aid in the 
Belgian guarantee scheme for shareholders in financial cooperatives (Case SA.33927). The members 
of such cooperatives have a strong interest in a quick decision. The same applies to the Commission 
itself, which will not excel itself through effective governance if this inquiry drags on.  

1. When did Belgium answer letter C(2012)2282 of 3 April 2012? 

2. Has there been any formal communication with Belgium about this case since then? If so, what 
was the date of the most recent communication, and what did it concern? 

3. When was the last meeting held between Commissioner Almunia and DG Competition regarding 
this case? What decisions were taken then? 

4. Is it true that DG Competition has already called on the services of legal translators to have a 
draft decision translated? On what date did they deliver their work? 

5. Is it true that a decision has already been taken on this case? Is it true that this decision defines 
the Belgian scheme as State aid? Is it true that a press release has already been drafted on this 
decision? Is it true that the services of legal translators were also called upon for the press 
release? 

6. Is it true that the decision or the press release has already been lodged with the registry, but 
subsequently withdrawn? On what date did this occur, and what was the reason for withdrawal? 

7. Have the Commissioner or officials from DG Competition communicated verbally or informally 
with policy-makers of the Member State during the past six months? If so, with whom and when? 
Can an overview of the communication be provided? 

8. Has the Member State requested in any formal or informal manner that any decision or 
communication be postponed until the elections in May 2014? If so, who made this request and 
when? Did the Commissioner approve the postponement of the decision or communication until 
after the elections? 

9. What is the Commission’s assessment of this sequence of events, and what impression does the 
Commission suppose that the public will receive of the effectiveness of the Commission’s 
governance if such a decision is indeed published only after the elections, whether or not at the 
request of the Member State, while 800 000 cooperative members have already been waiting for 
a decision for more than two years? 


