
1023956.EN PE 532.057 

Question for written answer P-003331/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Zbigniew Ziobro (EFD) 

Subject: Russian embargo on Polish meat products 

My office has been receiving reports from pig breeders and producers of cold meat products in the 
south of Poland complaining about increasing problems with exporting Polish meat and meat products 
to Russia. The Russians are trying to use the fact that wild boar infected with African swine fever have 
been found near the border with Belarus as a pretext for imposing a complete ban on imports of Polish 
meat. So far only a number of isolated cases of the disease have been recorded in Poland, with only 
wild boar affected. However, producers in Austria, Denmark, France and the Netherlands are 
negotiating directly with the Russians in an attempt to have the embargo on their products lifted, in 
spite of the many outbreaks African swine fever which have been identified in these countries and the 
fact that the Commission has assumed the role of negotiator on behalf of all the Member States. 

I should also note an intensification of Russian sanctions vis-à-vis Polish producers and breeders in 
the wake of Poland’s strong condemnation of Moscow’s actions in Crimea. 

1. Does the Commission have any information on the behind-the-scenes talks between 
representatives of the Austrian, Danish, French and Dutch governments and Russia aimed at 
having the Russian embargo on pork from western countries lifted? What view does the 
Commission take of this? 

2. What steps has the Commission taken to have the Russian embargo on meat products lifted? 

3. What is the Commission’s view of the situation in Poland following the individual outbreaks of 
African swine fever? How many farms in Poland are at risk? Have the Polish authorities done all 
they can to dispose of dead animals and ensure the safety of farms? 

4. Does the Commission intend to give extra financial assistance to Polish farmers who have 
suffered losses because of the embargo or had to destroy their animals? 

5. Are there plans for financial support to help restore pig numbers? If so, which fund will it come 
from, and how much will be made available? 

6. In view of the sudden decline in the purchase price of pigs, can farmers count on financial 
support from the Commission? 


