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Subject: Erasmus+: cofinancing of voluntary work 

In the Youth in Action programme, the Commission recognised voluntary work in the accounts as a 
contribution in kind. Youth organisations were allowed to contribute voluntary work as cofinancing and 
could also compete for a European grant. Regrettably, it has become apparent that this administrative 
possibility now no longer exists in the new Erasmus+ programme. 

Article 127(2) of the new funding rules for the Erasmus+ programme is open to interpretation: the 
authorising officer may accept contributions in kind as cofinancing if this is deemed necessary or 
appropriate. If cofinancing in kind is offered in support of subsidies for small amounts and the 
authorising officer has decided to reject this, he must indicate why this is unnecessary or 
inappropriate. 

Because this personal interpretation has been made possible, many youth organisations can no longer 
see the wood for the trees and they are completely at the mercy of the national agency. This paves the 
way for unfair treatment and envy. 

It is necessary once again to automatically permit voluntary work as cofinancing, so that youth 
organisations can apply for a grant. Weighing the administrative effort involved in contributing 
voluntary work as cofinancing against the added value to the youth organisation cannot be what is 
intended, and is contrary to the European values for which we stand. 

1. How does the Commission intend to apply this article so as to render unfair treatment 
impossible? 

2. How will the Commission monitor the operation of the new funding rules? 

3. What role will the national agency play in the interpretation of Article 127(2) and in monitoring? 

4. When will a first evaluation of Erasmus+ take place? 

5. Why does the Commission invoke administrative reasons to explain the abandonment of a rule 
which can be a shot in the arm for youth organisations? 


