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Subject: Creation of the Asylum and Migration Fund 

On 13 March 2014, the European Parliament adopted, at first reading, its position on the 
Commission’s proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing 
the Asylum and Migration Fund. Under that Regulation, the Commission proposes that three 
already-existing funds – the European Refugee Fund, the European Fund for the Integration of Third 
Country Nationals and the European Return Fund – be merged into one financial instrument. 

The lack of clarity over the method used to calculate how much funding is to be allocated to each 
Member State for the period 2014-2020 is a cause for concern. One should emphasise, in this regard, 
that Bulgaria was seriously affected in 2013 by the wave of refugees escaping the conflict in Syria. In 
the summer of 2013, around 100 people originating from Syria entered the EU each day across the 
border between Turkey and Bulgaria, and this trend is expected to continue in 2014. 

Under the proposal for a regulation, Bulgaria is allocated an amount of just EUR 11 492 853 for the 
period 2014-2020. That sum is totally inadequate in view of Bulgaria’s increasing need for financial 
support in the area of procedures for granting asylum and refugee status to third country nationals. By 
way of comparison, the indicative multiannual breakdown per Member State shows that Greece has 
been granted a sum (EUR 260 226 050) which is 22 times higher than that for Bulgaria. Significantly 
higher amounts have also been allocated to Austria and the Czech Republic (EUR 68 223 378 and 
EUR 29 608 422 respectively), even though these countries do not lie on the EU’s external borders. 

In the light of the above, can the Commission state: 

1. what exact amount of financing is being granted to Bulgaria; 

2. whether the fact that Bulgaria is one of the Member States most affected by the surge in the 
number of refugees from Syria was taken into account when calculating the amount Bulgaria 
would receive from the newly-established fund; 

3. whether it intends to adjust the amount allocated to а Bulgaria under the new Asylum and 
Migration Fund, in view of that country’s increasing needs in this area? 


