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Question for written answer P-004346/2014 

to the Commission 
Rule 117 

Jarosław Kalinowski (PPE) 

Subject: European Social Fund for national minorities in Lithuania 

Given the increasingly frequent violations of national minorities’ rights in Lithuania, I would like to put a 
question to the Commission regarding the steps that are being taken to protect national minorities in 
Lithuania in terms of ensuring that they have equal access to financing from the European Social Fund 
(ESF) and that their needs are taken into account in the actions of operational programmes financed 
by the ESF. 

A report entitled ‘Evaluation of ESF Support for Enhancing Access to the Labour Market and the 
Social Inclusion of Migrants and Ethnic Minorities’ (Country report – Lithuania; 
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?pager.offset=55&catId=3&langId=en) clearly demonstrates that, 
between 2007 and 2013, the general plan for the disbursement of EFS funds did not take the slightest 
notice of national minorities. The Human Resources Development Operational Programme, which was 
funded from the ESF, did not include any specific actions aimed at these groups. At the same time, it 
should be pointed out that there is no evidence proving that the discrepancies in employment and 
educational levels that exist between the Lithuanian majority and national minorities have been 
reduced. NGOs acting on behalf of national minorities were not directly involved in the process of 
planning programme expenditure in the years 2004-2006 and 2007-2013.  

Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union states that ‘the Union is founded on the values of respect for 
human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including 
the rights of persons belonging to minorities’, and Article 21 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the European Union states that any discrimination based on any grounds, such as ethnic or social 
origin or membership of a national minority, is prohibited. In this context, what steps is the 
Commission taking to ensure that the residents of Lithuania – including members of national minorities 
– have equal access to ESF funds? 

What steps is the Commission taking to ensure that national minorities can make an appropriate 
contribution to the planning of operational programmes in Lithuania in the 2014-2020 period? 

Can the Commission ensure that national minorities are included during consultations on and actions 
under operational programmes in Lithuania over the next programming period? 

How does the Commission plan to ensure that national minorities in Lithuania have adequate access 
to ESF funds, with a view to reducing the barriers to employment that exist on the Lithuanian jobs 
market? 
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