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Rule 117 

Jens Nilsson (S&D) 

Subject: Proposal concerning new rules on organic production in greenhouses 

Organic food production makes a vital, and rising, contribution to Europe’s food supply. It is a growing 
industry, which creates sustainable jobs and a better environment in Europe’s regions. Statistics show 
that the world market for organic food has quadrupled since 1999. So has the area used for organic 
food production in the EU. There is therefore a manifest need to ensure that relevant legislation 
encourages the industry to continue to expand by eliminating obstacles and reducing administrative 
burden on producers. 

It is welcome that the Commission has now presented a proposal for revised legislation on organic 
food production, even though the proposal will of course need to be considered and improved in 
accordance with the EU’s codecision procedure. 

However, we Swedish Social Democrats are concerned about the proposals which the Commission’s 
Expert Group for Technical Advice on Organic Production has submitted with regard to new rules on 
organic production in greenhouses. 

According to the Expert Group’s report, production in demarcated beds should be banned, the use of 
peat should be drastically limited, and lighting should be limited to a maximum of 12 hours in every 24. 

These proposals would render organic production in greenhouses in northern regions of Europe more 
difficult, if not impossible. In view of this serious risk: 

1. How will the Commission ensure that full account is taken of the growing conditions, fewer hours 
of sunlight and colder climate which prevail in the EU’s northern regions? 

2. What measures will the Commission take in its legislative work on organic cultivation and 
production in order to ensure that the rules create favourable development opportunities for 
organic food production in all regions of Europe? 

3. How will the Commission respond to and counter the Swedish Board of Agriculture’s serious 
criticisms of the Expert Group’s proposed rules on organic production in greenhouses?  

4. Will the Commission proceed with the Expert Group’s proposal for a ban on demarcated beds, 
limited use of peat and a maximum of 12 hours of lighting? 

 


