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Question for written answer P-001670/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Jussi Halla-aho (ECR) 

Subject: Restricting asylum-seekers' freedom of movement and taking greater numbers into 
custody to maintain internal security and law and order 

The sharp rise in the number of asylum-seekers has had serious side-effects in many Member States, 
of which the gang assaults on women in Cologne were just one deplorable example. One fact which 
has plainly not been taken sufficiently into account in the EU is that some of those coming to Europe, 
hidden in the flood of asylum-seekers, are foreign fighters or persons otherwise acting with criminal 
intent. 

In Finland asylum-seekers were suspected of committing 926 offences in November and December 
2015 alone, and a number have been placed under investigation, in some cases for reasons as 
serious as war crimes. According to the German Federal Criminal Police Office asylum-seekers 
committed 200 000 offences in 2015, an increase of 79% compared with the previous year. The 
German authorities suspected that 266 asylum-seekers in all were linked to terrorist organisations.   

Out of the asylum-seekers who have reached the EU since last summer 70%-80% are young men, 
who can be considered a high-risk group in terms of the likelihood of their turning to crime or even 
engaging in terrorist activity. In the light of those considerations, the EU ought to think about amending 
Articles 7 and 8 of the Reception Directive, which relate to asylum-seekers’ freedom of movement and 
the possibility of confining them to a particular place. Given that law and order and internal security are 
being undermined by sudden intense migration pressure, Member States should have the right to 
impose restrictions on movement so that asylum-seekers in general would have to remain at reception 
centres or in their immediate vicinity. It should be permitted, on grounds of internal security and law 
and order, to take an asylum-seeker into custody in cases of, say, serious sexual molestation.  

Is the Commission willing to propose amendments to Articles 7 and 8 of the Reception Directive to 
ensure that, if they were exposed to sudden migration pressure, Member States would be in a more 
effective position to restrict the movement of asylum-seekers and make use of the possibility of taking 
persons into custody so as to maintain internal security and law and order?  

 

 


