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Subject: Revising the legal basis for family reunification in international law 

Since the 1980s immigration on account of family ties has made up the bulk of migration to the EU 
area. Family reunification involving third country nationals is regulated in Union law by Directive 
2003/86/EC, in which it is viewed as a factor conducive to integration that should consequently not be 
needlessly impeded. It is, however, legitimate to question whether family reunification facilitates 
integration, given that the integration of third country nationals has failed in every European country. 

A liberal policy on family reunification speeds up the rise in the foreign-born population, and that is 
posing unprecedented challenges both to the authorities responsible for integration and to public 
finances. In addition, family reunification without preconditions enables foreign-born people to live 
within their own ethnocultural communities, cut off from mainstream society. In the light of these 
points, an attempt should be made at international level to adjust the legal basis for family 
reunification. 

There are many global and Europe-wide agreements relating to the right of family reunification, 
including the UN conventions on the rights of the child and the rights of migrant workers, the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, and the European Convention 
on Human Rights. These agreements are central to the worldwide body of human rights standards, 
from which the right of family reunification has also been derived. However, from the point of view of 
preserving the European social model, it is doubtful whether EU countries can continue to maintain the 
standards required by the above agreements. In particular, the refusal to limit family reunification for 
persons granted asylum status might be considered unreasonable, given the current refugee crisis. 
The Member States should work at international level towards an agreement redefining the legal basis 
for family reunification, so as to ensure that migration of third country nationals to the EU will not 
impose an inordinate burden on host societies. 

Will the Council urge Member States to take steps with a view to revising the legal basis for family 
reunification in international law? 

 


